
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

I. Greetings from the Chair 

 
 A big congratulations to Dr. Vaibhav Diwadkar, who has been chosen to be a member of the 

inaugural class of Provost Fellows. This fellowship was established to bring together a group of faculty 

members to be charged with a variety of tasks meant to improve retention and graduation rates while, at the 

same time drawing their colleagues into these realms, both by modeling behaviors and by directly engaging 

them in specific initiatives. Dr. Diwadkar is an academic leader and an 

unsurpassed mentor.  His enthusiasm and multi-disciplinary expertise 

enhances the educational experience of our undergraduates. The 

supplemental instruction he provides in the lab augments students’ 

understanding of classroom didactics in many areas of psychology, 

biology and neuroscience. He has been able to sustain student success 

by helping them excel in research. He has established an enduring 

culture of strong relationships and mentoring, a practice that will be 

central to our collective efforts of student retention and long term 

success. His approach has always been inclusive and he has always 

been willing and eager to mentor and young minds and to instill a 

sense of curiosity in them. And by engaging them in experimental 

research he has inculcated a culture of evidence-based inference and 

teaching. I cannot think of anyone better to represent the SOM.   

 

II. News from the Faculty 

 
 Vaibhav Diwadkar, PhD, who has been selected as one of the 29th group of Charles H. Gershenson 

Distinguished Faculty Fellows. The Fellowship recognizes faculty whose achievements and current 

activities in scholarship, research continue to hold national distinction.  

 Donald Kuhn, PhD , and Mariana Angoa-Pérez, PhD, were recently interviewed by a science writer 

for Science News.  The article, “Serotonin and Sex”, featured some of their conversation. 

https://www.sciencenews.org/blog/scicurious/serotonin-and-science-sex 

 Shane Perrine, PhD, was the recipient of a 2015-2016 University Research Grant. 

 Mary Morreale, MD has been promoted to Associate Professor and Stephen Ondersma, Ph.D has 

been promoted to Professor.   

 Richard Balon, MD,   was recently published in JAMA Psychiatry, Benzodiazepines in Anxiety 

Disorders , Giovanni A. Fava, MD, Richard Balon, MD, Karl Rickels, MD.  

 

III. Office of Education and Training 

 

 

 Congratulations to our new incoming PG-1 residents: Takoko Benn, M.D., Anindita Chakraborty, 

M.D., Umair Daimee, M.D., Sarah Daniel, M.D., Daniel Goyes, M.D., Ella Hong, M.D.,  Natalie Sadik, 
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Upcoming Events 

 

DPBN Chairman’s Grand 

Rounds  

April 2015 

1:00 – 2:00pm  

John D. Dingell VAMC 

Auditorium 

 

5/6 – NO GRAND ROUNDS 

 

5/13 – Georgia Michalopoulou, Ph.D. 

Sherylyn Briller, Ph.D. 

“Building Family-Clinician 

Partnerships in Pediatric 

High Risk Asthma: Findings 

from a Qualitative Study” 

 

5/20 – NO GRAND ROUNDS 

 

5/27 - Ted B.A. Hunter, M.D. 

& 

Jennifer Vinch, M.D.. 

 

Dr. Hunter: 

“High Antipsychotic- 

Stimulant Prescribing 

(HAPS-P) in Youth with 

ADHD: Warranted or 

Unwarranted?” 

 

Dr. Vinch: 

“Pharmacogenomic Testing 

for Psychotropic Medication 

Selection” 
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M.D., Anne Wagner, M.D, Omar, Waqhar, D.O., and Musa Yilanli, M.D.   Please see pages 3-7 for additional information about our incoming 

residents. 

 

 

 Congratulations to congratulations to Drs. Cori Chase, Ted Hunter 

and Bella Schanzer, as their poster, “Reduction In Costs 

Associated with Heavy Utilizers Of Psychiatric  Services (HUPS) at a 

VA Medical Center”, received first place at the Quality Education 

and Safe Systems Training (QUESST) Research Day.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Congratulations to Drs. Benjamin Williamson (PGY4), Jananie 

Kumaran (PGY2), Mahtab Yousefi (PGY2), Randeep Christie 

Hayer (PGY1), and Samad Hassan (PGY1) on receiving 3rd place 

prize in this year's DMC QuESST fair poster competition for their 

quality improvement project, "Implementation of evidence-

based treatment of Tobacco Use Disorder with Nicotine 

Replacement Therapy (NRT) in an inpatient psychiatric unit."   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IV. Clinical and Administrative  
 

WSUPG’s reaccreditation survey with CARF is scheduled to be June 29, 2015 and June 30, 2015.  Additional information will be sent out closer to 

the date. 

  

 Congratulations to all team members of psychiatry clinics at Livonia and Tolan Park – Ste. 3B on receiving second place with honors for making 

consistent gains in 3 out of 5 WSUPG top patient satisfaction metrics.  Department 

representatives were awarded at the UPG Best Practices for Patient Satisfaction meeting. 
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